INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE: DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

The IB Diploma Programme is an academically challenging and balanced programme of education that prepares students for success at university and life beyond. The programme is taught over two years and has gained recognition and respect from the world's leading universities. 
The Diploma Programme encourages students to:

· ask challenging questions 

· learn how to learn 

· develop a strong sense of their own identity and culture 

· develop the ability to communicate with and understand people from other countries and cultures. 

The curriculum consists of six subject groups and a core component. Students are able to select one option from each subject group and the core is a common and compulsory element for all students. 

The curriculum consists of the following subjects groups: 
1. English 
2. Language (one subject from the following: French, Spanish, German, Italian, Mandarin) 

3. Humanity (one subject from the following: Economics, Geography, History, Philosophy, Psychology, IT in a Global Society) 

4. Science (one subject from the following: Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

5. Mathematics 
6. Creative Arts (one subject from the following: Music, Visual Arts OR a further choice from 2, 3, 4 above)

Students take three subjects at Higher Level and three subjects at Standard Level, choosing one subject from each of the 6 groups listed above. 

In addition to this, the following core components complete the IB requirements: 
Extended essay offers the opportunity to investigate a topic of individual interest, and acquaints students with the independent research and writing skills expected at university. 

Theory of knowledge (TOK) explores the nature of knowledge across subject areas and encourages an appreciation of other cultural perspectives. 

Creativity, action, service (CAS) encourages students to be involved in artistic pursuits, sports and community service work

The diploma is externally assessed at the end of the two year period, although most subjects also have some element of internal assessment throughout the two years. Up to 7 points are available for each subject group and a further three points are awarded for the core components.  Students have to complete all areas successfully, obtaining a minimum of 24/45 points, to be awarded the Diploma. 

Making the choice - A Level or the IB?
Recognising that not everyone has the same needs has driven Newstead’s decision to introduce the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme from September 2010. The IB diploma will run in parallel with A Levels (AS/A2), offering students a genuine, but manageable, choice. Both IB and AS/A2 are appropriate and effective pathways to university entrance: access to top universities depends more on ability than route. All students will have access to a tremendous breadth and balance of opportunities, both in the classroom and beyond, whether they have chosen IB or A-levels. 

The major differences between the two routes are:

IB Core Modules
At the heart of the IB are three core modules: Theory of Knowledge (TOK), an Extended Essay (EE), and Creativity, Action and Service (CAS). There is no academic equivalent to these at AS/A2.

Subjects
At AS/A2 the number of subjects, or what they are, is not prescribed. IB students chose six subjects from at least five of the subject groups; three are studied at higher level and three at standard level. The IB route typically creates a broader curriculum. This is particularly attractive to someone who is not yet ready to narrow choices through subject specialisation and maintains access to a wider range of university options. However, the ability to take two subjects within one group, for example two sciences, makes the IB an attractive route for those who do know what they want to do, for example, medicine. 

Assessment
All IB examinations are at the end of the two year course. In contrast, AS exams are sat at the end of Year 12 and A2 exams at the end of Year 13. 

Grading
Each IB subject is graded 1(low) – 7 (high), with up to a further 3 points for the core modules. Hence, the maximum points available are 45, with 24 being required for the award of a diploma. From 2010 a pass at AS/A2 will be grades A* - E, with A* being for those who score 90% in the A2 year. 

Both routes present a wonderful opportunity to tailor a post 16 curriculum to each individual’s strengths. Students need to ask themselves ‘what is right for me?’ and consider their individual academic abilities and aspirations. 
THE IB CURRICULUM

Group 1 English
The aims of the English programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are:

· To encourage a personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism

· To develop students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and provide the opportunity for practising and developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles and situations

· To introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts

· To broaden students’ perspectives through the study of works from other cultures and languages

· To introduce the student to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development of an understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different work

· To develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text

· To promote in the students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature
Core content

15 texts studied (HL) / 11 texts studied (SL), 5 of which are World Literature texts normally studied in translation. All genres are covered, including literary non-fiction. 

Internal Assessment: 

30% oral coursework, including Formal presentation (15%) and Commentary on an unprepared extract from one of the texts previously studied (15%)

External Assessment: 

50% examination

Paper 1: Unseen commentary (25%)

Paper 2: Essay based on a group of 4 texts; poetry, prose, non-fiction or drama (25%)

20% written coursework, including Comparative essay on World Literature texts (10%) and Analytical or creative response to one World Literature text and a possible second text (10%)

Entry requirements

Standard level – At least a B grade in GCSE English or English Literature

Higher level – At least an A grade in GCSE English or English Literature

Group 2 Language
The aims of the language programme are:

· To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes

· To enable students to use the language appropriately

· To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures

· To develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge

· To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language

· To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language

· To develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar

French, German and Spanish

These subjects are offered to language learners who have 2-5 years experience of the language.

Core content

Listening: Students aim to develop the primary skill of listening in order to be able to communicate effectively with speakers of the language. Students are exposed to as many different types of listening experiences and situations as possible, including a variety of accents and a range of language, contexts and ideas. At higher level, students are encouraged to develop an understanding of and sensitivity to subtleties of the spoken language. 
Listening skills that students should be taught can be divided into the following three areas.

Speaking: Students aim to become fluent in the target language. By the end of the course they should be able to use a range of tenses, vocabulary and registers in spontaneous formal and informal conversation.

Reading: Students need to interpret a variety of authentic texts and show understanding of specific language items. Students must also understand the overall meaning of texts, for example by writing a letter in response to a given text.

Writing: Students must be able to convey ideas clearly, grammatically and coherently.

Italian and Mandarin

These subjects are offered to language learners who have little or no experience of the language. Please note that this course is only available at ab initio level.

Core content

Listening: understanding straightforward conversational and colloquial exchanges.

Speaking: conveying straightforward, factual information and responding appropriately in spontaneous discussion. 

Reading: understanding straightforward information, distinguishing between key points and supporting detail, identifying basic elements of genre, purpose and audience.

Writing: conveying information and concepts clearly, organizing key points and providing supporting detail, indicating personal attitudes competently

Internal Assessment

30% oral coursework externally moderated, including an Individual oral (15%)

and a Group oral (15%)

External Assessment

70% Examination

Paper 1: Text handling and written response in target language (40%) 

Paper 2: One piece of writing in the target language (30%)

Entry requirements 

Standard level French – At least a B grade in GCSE French

Higher level French – At least an A grade in GCSE French

Standard level German – At least a B grade in GCSE German
Higher level German – At least an A grade in GCSE German
Standard level Spanish – At least a B grade in GCSE Spanish

Higher level Spanish – At least an A grade in GCSE Spanish

Standard level Italian – At least a B grade in a modern foreign language at GCSE 
Standard level Mandarin – At least a B grade in a modern foreign language at GCSE 

Group 3 Humanities

The aims of the humanities programme are:

· To promote the systematic and critical study of human experience and behaviour through the varieties of physical, economic and social environments in which students live and of the history and development of the social and cultural institutions which we have created

· To develop the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments concerning the nature and activities of the individual and society

· To enhance the understanding of the various methods of data collection, description and analysis used in studies of society, and the ways in which hypotheses are tested and complex data and source material interpreted

· To appreciate the way in which what has been learned is relevant to both the cultures in which the students live and those of other societies

· To recognise that human attitudes and opinions are widely diverse and that a study of society requires appreciation of such diversity

· To recognise that the subject matter of the disciplines in this group is contestable and that their study requires the toleration of uncertainty
Economics

Core Content

Introduction to economics, micro-economics, macro-economics, international trade, development economics.

Internal Assessment (Higher level): 

20% on a portfolio of four commentaries on news articles.

External Assessment (Higher level): 

80% Examination

Paper 1: one essay from four (20%)

Paper 2: three from six short essays (20%)

Paper 3: three from five data response questions (40%)

Internal Assessment (Standard level): 

25% on a portfolio of four commentaries on news articles.

External Assessment (Standard level): 

75% Examination

Paper 1: one essay from four (25%) 

Paper 2: three questions from five data response questions (50%)

Entry requirements 

Standard level Economics – At least a B grade in a GCSE humanities subject or GCSE English literature

Higher level Economics – At least an A grade in a GCSE humanities subject or GCSE English literature

Geography

Core content

Patterns and change (Standard level and Higher level) including Populations in transition, Disparities in wealth and development, Patterns in environmental quality and sustainability, Patterns in resource consumption

Fieldwork ((Standard level and Higher level)

Global interactions (Higher level only) including Measuring global interactions, Changing space—the shrinking world, Economic interactions and flows, Environmental change, Sociocultural exchanges, Political outcomes, Global interactions at the local level

Option topics (SL/HL)

Higher Level: Three from following list / Standard Level: Two from following list

Freshwater—issues and conflicts, Oceans and their coastal margins, Extreme environments, Hazards and disasters—risk assessment and response, Leisure, sport and tourism, The geography of food and health, Urban environments

Internal assessment

Written report based on fieldwork, maximum 2,500 words (HL 20% / SL 25%)

External Assessment

Higher level 80% Examination / Standard level 75% Examination

Paper 1: Patterns and change, short answer questions and one extended response question. (SL 40% / HL 25%)

Paper 2: Options, two structured questions based on stimulus material (SL 35% / HL 35%)

Paper 3 (High level only): Global interactions, essay question (20%) 

Entry requirements 

Standard level Geography – At least a B grade in GCSE Geography 

Higher level Geography – At least an A grade in a GCSE Geography 
History

Core Content 

Communism in crisis 1976-89; Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states focusing on Stalin’s Russia, Hitler’s Germany and Mao’s China; The Cold War – turning points in Europe, Asia and the Americas

Higher level Topics: 

Imperial Russia, revolutions, emergences of the Soviet State 1853-1924; Unification and consolidation of Germany and Italy 1815-90; Interwar years: conflict and co-operation 1919-39

Internal Assessment: 

Higher level 20% / Standard level 25% Research Project (maximum 2000 words)

External Assessment: 

Higher level 80% Examination / Standard level 75% Examination

Paper 1: Document paper on one of three topics (20% HL / 30% SL)

Paper 2: Two compulsory essays from five on six thematic topics (25% HL / 45% SL); Paper 3 (HL only): three questions from 25 covering six topics (35% HL)

Entry requirements 

Standard level History – At least a B grade in GCSE History 

Higher level History – At least an A grade in a GCSE History 
Information Technology in a Global Society

Core Content 

Social and Ethical Issues: Reliability, Integrity, Security, Privacy, Intellectual Property, Equality of Access, Control, Globalisation and Cultural Diversity, Policies and Standards, People and Machines  IT Systems in a Social Context: Hardware and Networks, Applications, Communication Systems, and Integrated Systems Areas of Impact: Business and Employment, Education, Health, Arts, Entertainment and Leisure, Science and the Environment, and Politics and Government

Internal Assessment (Higher level)

20% Project, including an IT solution to a problem set in a social context consisting of a product developed through the integration of IT skills; a written report (2500 words) and a log book.

External Assessment

Higher level 80% Examination / Standard level 70% Examination

Paper 1: Four short answer questions (20% HL / 25% SL)

Paper 2: Six (HL) or three (SL) long structured questions (35% HL / 45% SL) Paper 3 (HL only): Three case study questions (25%)

Entry requirements 

Standard level ITGS – At least a B grade in a GCSE English

Higher level ITGS – At least an A grade in a GCSE English

Philosophy

Core Content

What is a human being? This consists of considerations of what it means to be a person in the social world. While there is considerable freedom for schools to choose an approach, topics such as mind-body, free will, and the self are included, and both analytic and existential approaches are encouraged.

Option Topics: 

Higher Level: Two from following list / Standard Level: One from following list

Grounds of epistemology; Theories and problems of ethics; Philosophy of religion; Philosophy of art; Political philosophy; Non-western traditions and perspectives;

Contemporary social issues; Peoples, nations and cultures. 

Internal Assessment

Higher level 20% / Standard level 30%

A philosophical analysis of non-philosophical material between 1,600 and 2,000 words

External Assessment

Higher level 80% Examination / Standard level 70% Examination

Paper 1: Core and Options (40%)

Paper 2: on the Prescribed Text (20% HL / 30% SL)

Paper 3 (HL only): Unseen Text (20%)

Entry requirements 

Standard level Philosophy – At least a B grade in GCSE English or a GCSE Humanities subject 

Higher level Philosophy – At least an A grade in a GCSE English or a GCSE Humanities subject

Psychology
Core Content

Higher Level: Four perspectives - learning, cognitive, biological and humanistic

Standard Level: Three perspectives - learning, cognitive and biological

Option Topics: 

Higher Level (Two from following list) / Standard Level (One from following list)

Comparative psychology, cultural psychology, dysfunctional psychology, health psychology, lifespan psychology, psychodynamic psychology and social psychology

Internal Assessment
20% on one experimental study of 2000 (HL) or 1500 words (SL)

External Assessment

80% Examination

Paper 1: Core material: 4 HL / 3 SL compulsory short answer questions; one extended-response question from a choice of four questions (30% HL / 50% SL)

Paper 2: Option topics: For each option topic studied (2 for HL, 1 for SL) students choose one essay from three titles (30% / 50% SL)

Paper 3 (HL only): Three compulsory questions of research methods (20%)

Entry requirements 

Standard level Psychology – At least a B grade in GCSE English or GCSE Psychology plus minimum B grade in Mathematics and Science 

Higher level Psychology – At least an A grade in a GCSE English or GCSE Psychology plus minimum B grade in Mathematics and Science 

Group 4 Science
The aims of the science programme are:

· To provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context that will stimulate and challenge students

· To provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology

· To enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology

· To develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information

· To engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication during scientific activities

· To develop experimental and investigative scientific skills

· To develop and apply the students’ information and communication technology skills in the study of science

· To raise awareness of the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of using science and technology

· To develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with science and scientists

· To encourage an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and the overarching nature of the scientific method
Biology

Core Content (Higher level) 

Statistical analysis; Cells; The chemistry of life; Genetics; Ecology and evolution; Human health and physiology; Nucleic acids and proteins; Cell respiration and photosynthesis; Plant science; Genetics; Extended human health and physiology

Option Topics (Higher level)

Two from Evolution; Neurobiology and behaviour; Microbiology and biotechnology; Ecology and conservation; Further human physiology

Internal Assessment (Higher level)

24% of Practical Work with a minimum requirement of 60 hours

External Assessment (Higher level)

76% Examinations

Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions on the Core and

Options (20%)

Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on

the Core and Options (36%)

Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on

two Options (20%)

Core Content (Standard level)

Statistical analysis; Cells; The chemistry of life; Genetics; Ecology and evolution; Human health and physiology

Option Topics (Standard level) 

Two from Human nutrition and health; Physiology of exercise; Cells and energy; Evolution; Neurobiology and behaviour; Microbiology and biotechnology; Ecology and conservation

Internal Assessment (Standard level)

24% of Practical Work with a minimum requirement of 40 hours

External Assessment (Standard level)

76% Examinations

Paper 1: 30 multiple choice questions on the Core (20%)

Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on the Core (32%)

Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on two option topics (24%)

Entry requirements 

Standard level Biology – At least a B grade in GCSE Biology or BB in GCSE Science (double award)  

Higher level Biology – At least an A grade in a GCSE Biology or AA in GCSE Science (double award)  

Chemistry

Core Content (Higher level)

Quantitative chemistry; Atomic structure; Periodicity; Bonding; Energetics; Kinetics; Equilibrium; Acids and bases; Oxidation and reduction; Organic Chemistry; Measurement and data processing 

Option Topics (Higher level)

Two from: Modern analytical chemistry; Human biochemistry, Chemistry in industry and technology; Medicine and drugs; Environmental chemistry; Food chemistry; Further organic chemistry.

Internal Assessment (Higher level)

24% of Practical Work with a minimum requirement of 60 hours

External Assessment (Higher level)

76% Examinations

Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions on the Core and Options (20%)

Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on the Core and Options (36%)

Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on two Options (20%)

Core Content (Standard level)

Quantitative chemistry; Atomic structure; Periodicity; Bonding; Energetics; Kinetics; Equilibrium; Acids and bases; Oxidation and reduction; Organic Chemistry; Measurement and data processing

Option Topics (Standard level)

Two from: Modern analytical chemistry; Human biochemistry, Chemistry in industry and technology; Medicine and drugs; Environmental chemistry; Food chemistry; Further organic chemistry.

Internal Assessment (Standard level)

24% of Practical Work with a minimum requirement of 40 hours

External Assessment (Standard level)

76% Examinations

Paper 1: 30 multiple choice questions on the Core (20%)

Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on the Core (32%)

Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on two option topics (24%)

Entry requirements 

Standard level Chemistry – At least a B grade in GCSE Chemistry or BB in GCSE Science (double award)  

Higher level Chemistry – At least an A grade in a GCSE Chemistry or AA in GCSE Science (double award)  

Physics

Core Content (Higher level)

Physics and physical measurement; Mechanics, Thermal physics, Oscillations and waves; Electric currents; Fields and forces; Atomic and Nuclear Physics; Energy, power and climate change; Motion in fields; Thermal physics; Wave phenomena; Electromagnetic induction; Quantum physics and nuclear physics; Digital technology.

Option Topics (Higher level)

Two from: Astrophysics; Communications; Electromagnetic waves; Relativity; Medical physics; Particle physics.

Internal Assessment (Higher level)

24% of Practical Work with a minimum requirement of 60 hours

External Assessment (Higher level)

76% Examinations

Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions on the Core and Options (20%)

Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on the Core and Options (36%)

Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on two Options (20%)

Core Content (Standard level)
Physics and physical measurement; Mechanics, Thermal physics, Oscillations and waves; Electric currents; Fields and forces; Atomic and Nuclear Physics; Energy, power and climate change.

Option Topics (Standard level)

Two from Sight and wave phenomena; Quantum physics and nuclear physics; Digital technology; Relativity and particle physics; Astrophysics; Communications; Electromagnetic waves.

Internal Assessment (Standard level)

24% of Practical Work with a minimum requirement of 40 hours

External Assessment (Standard level)

76% Examinations

Paper 1: 30 multiple choice questions on the Core (20%)

Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on the Core (32%)

Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on two option topics (24%)

Entry requirements 

Standard level Physics – At least a B grade in GCSE Physics or BB in GCSE Science (double award)  

Higher level Physics – At least an A grade in a GCSE Physics or AA in GCSE Science (double award)  

Group 5 Mathematics

The aims of the mathematics programme are:

· To appreciate the multicultural and historical perspectives of the subject

· To enjoy the courses and develop an appreciation of the elegance, power and

· usefulness of the subject

· To develop logical, critical and creative thinking

· To develop students’ understanding of the principles and nature of the subject

· To employ and refine students’ powers of abstraction and generalization

· To develop patience and persistence in problem solving

· To appreciate the consequences arising from technological developments

· To transfer skills to alternative situations and to future developments

· To communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts.

Higher Level Mathematics

This course caters for learners expecting to include mathematics as a major component of their university studies, either as a subject in its own right or within courses such as physics, engineering and technology. Please note that mechanics is studied though Physics in the IB Diploma. 

Core Content

Algebra; Functions, Equations, Trigonometry, 2d and 3d Vectors, Matrices, Statistics and Probability, Calculus and Differential Equations; Complex numbers; Induction

Option Topics

One from (a) Further Statistics and Probability (b) Sets, Relations and Groups, (c) Series and Differential Equations (d) Discrete Mathematics.

Internal Assessment

20% on one Investigation and one Modelling Piece.

External Assessment

80% Examinations

Paper 1: compulsory short and extended response questions on the Core – non-calculator (30%)

Paper 2: compulsory short and extended response questions on the Core – calculator required (30%)

Paper 3: extended response questions mainly on the Options – calculator required (20%)

Standard Level Mathematics
This course caters for learners expecting to need a sound mathematical background as they prepare for future studies in subjects such as chemistry, economics and psychology. 

Core Content

Algebra; Functions, Equations, Trigonometry, 2d and 3d Vectors, Matrices, Statistics and Probability, Introductory Differential Calculus.

Internal Assessment

20% on one Investigation and one Modelling piece.

External Assessment

80% Examination

Paper 1: compulsory short and extended response questions – non-calculator (40%)

Paper 2: compulsory short and extended response questions – calculator required (40%)

Mathematical Studies

This course is strongly recommended for learners who do not anticipate a need for mathematics in their future studies. Please note that this course is only available at Standard level.

Core Content 

Number and Algebra; Sets, Logic and Probability, Functions, Geometry and Trigonometry, Statistics, Introductory Differential Calculus, Financial Mathematics

Internal Assessment

20% on a Project involving the generation/collection, interpretation, analysis and evaluation of information and data

External Assessment

80% Examination

Paper 1: 15 short questions (40%)

Paper 2: 5 extended response questions (40%)

Entry requirements 

Higher level Mathematics – At least an A* grade in GCSE Mathematics

Standard level Mathematics – At least an A grade in GCSE Mathematics

Standard level Mathematical Studies – At least a B grade in GCSE Mathematics

Group 6 Creative Arts

The aims of the creative arts programme are to:

· enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts

· become informed, reflective and critical practitioners in the arts

· understand the dynamic and changing nature of the arts

· explore and value the diversity of the arts across time, place and cultures

· express ideas with confidence and competence

· develop perceptual and analytical skills.

Music

Core Content

Musical perception and analysis paper, involving study of a set work and critical analysis of unprepared excerpts; musical investigation; for Higher level also solo performance and composition.

Option Topics

Higher level: None.

Standard level: One of solo performance or composition or group performance

Internal Assessment

Higher level 50% - Solo performance (25%) Composition (25%)

Standard level 50% - Solo performance, composition or group performance

External Assessment 

30% Examination 

Paper 1: Prescribed work analysis and study of genre and style

20% Musical investigation comparing two genres (maximum 2000 words)

Entry requirements 

Standard level Music – At least a B grade in GCSE Music

Higher level Music – At least an A grade in GCSE Music

Visual Arts

Core Content

Personal themes explored and expressed in an appropriate context.

Higher Level - Internal Assessment

Investigation 40% 

The student presents selected pages of his or her investigation workbooks that have been produced during the course. 

External assessment

Studio 60%

The student prepares a selection of his or her studio work in the form of an exhibition. This is externally assessed by a visiting examiner following an interview with the student about the work.

Standard Level - External assessment

Investigation 40%

The student presents selected pages of his or her investigation workbooks that have been produced during the course. 

Internal assessment

Studio 60%

The student presents a selection of his or her studio work. 

Entry requirements 

Standard level Visual Arts – At least a B grade in GCSE Art

Higher level Visual Arts – At least an A grade in GCSE Art

THE CORE

Extended Essay

Students are required to write independently a research essay (maximum 4000 words) on a topic of their own choice in an IB subject. All Extended Essays are marked externally, often by university lecturers.

The aims of the Extended Essay are to provide students with the opportunity:

· To pursue independent research on a focused topic

· To develop research and communication skills

· To develop the skills of creative and critical thinking

· To engage in a systematic process of research appropriate to the subject

· To experience the excitement of intellectual discovery

The assessment criteria are common to all Extended Essays, regardless of the subject. A proportion of the marks are based on subject specific merit but the majority is awarded for specific research skills that are common and transferable:

· Formulation of Research Question

· Introduction to the Research Question

· Investigation

· Knowledge and understanding of the topic

· Reasoned argument

· Application of analytical and evaluative skills

· Appropriate use of language

· Conclusion

· Formal presentation (referencing, bibliography etc.)

· Abstract

· Holistic judgement

Examples of Extended Essay titles include:

· How is the subject of death treated in selected poems by Emily Dickinson? (English)

· To what extent has Bill 101 contributed to increasing the prevalence of the French language in Quebec? (French)

· Can there be any moral justification for the recent war in Iraq? (Philosophy) 
· An investigation into the kinetics of the reaction between the permanganate and oxalate irons (Chemistry)

· Modelling the astrometric effect of an extra-solar planet on its star (Physics)

· The Hausdorff dimension of fractal sets (Mathematics)

· An investigation into Klimt’s use of gold (Visual Arts)
Creativity, Action and Service (CAS)

Creativity, action, service (CAS) is at the heart of the Diploma Programme.  It involves students in a range of activities alongside their academic studies throughout the Diploma Programme. The three strands of CAS, which are often interwoven with particular activities, are characterized as follows.

Creativity: arts, and other experiences that involve creative thinking.

Action: physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, complementing academic work elsewhere in the Diploma Programme.

Service: an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student. The rights, dignity and autonomy of all those involved are respected.

CAS enables students to enhance their personal and interpersonal development through experiential learning. At the same time, it provides an important counterbalance to the academic pressures of the rest of the Diploma Programme. CAS is both challenging and enjoyable, a personal journey of self discovery.  

CAS is not formally assessed but students need to document their activities and provide evidence that they have achieved 150 hours in total and the following eight key learning outcomes:

· increased their awareness of their own strengths and areas for growth

· undertaken new challenges

· planned and initiated activities

· worked collaboratively with others

· shown perseverance and commitment in their activities

· engaged with issues of global importance

· considered the ethical implications of their actions

· developed new skills

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

The Theory of Knowledge course embodies the spirit and approach of the IB Diploma as a whole. With the Extended Essay and Creativity, Action, Service components, it provides the cement that makes the Diploma a coherent and integrated qualification.

The aims of the TOK course are to:

• develop a fascination with the richness of knowledge as a human endeavour, and an understanding of the empowerment that follows from reflecting upon it

• develop an awareness of how knowledge is constructed, critically examined, evaluated and renewed, by communities and individuals

• encourage students to reflect on their experiences as learners, in everyday life and in the Diploma Programme, and to make connections between academic disciplines and between thoughts, feelings and actions

• encourage an interest in the diversity of ways of thinking and ways of living of individuals and communities, and an awareness of personal and ideological assumptions, including participants’ own

• encourage consideration of the responsibilities originating from the relationship between knowledge, the community and the individual as citizen of the world.

Having followed the TOK course, students should be able to:

1. analyse critically knowledge claims, their underlying assumptions and their implications

2. generate questions, explanations, conjectures, hypotheses, alternative ideas and possible solutions in response to knowledge issues concerning areas of knowledge, ways of knowing and students’ own experience as learners

3. demonstrate an understanding of different perspectives on knowledge issues

4. draw links and make effective comparisons between different approaches to knowledge issues that derive from areas of knowledge, ways of knowing, theoretical positions and cultural values

5. demonstrate an ability to give a personal, self-aware response to a knowledge issue

6. formulate and communicate ideas clearly with due regard for accuracy and academic honesty.

Assessment 

Internal assessment 

One presentation to the class (approximately 10 minutes per student)

External assessment 

An essay on a prescribed title (1,200–1,600 words) 
Examples of recent prescribed titles include:

· Science is built of facts the way a house is built of bricks: but an accumulation of facts is no more science than a pile of bricks is a house” (Henri Poincaré). Discuss in relation to science and at least one other area of knowledge.

· When should we trust our senses to give us truth?

· Can a machine know?

· Can literature tell the truth better than arts or other areas of knowledge?
